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Roll Number       SET  C 

MARKING SCHEME 

SET  QN.NO VALUE POINTS MARKS 

SPLIT UP 

1   5 

 a By saying ‘some people are lucky ‘the writer implies that these old people 

are lucky to have someone look after them or take care of them at home. 

 

1 

 b We have such an aversion to ageing as many of us find it impossible to 

relate to these worrying facts, unable to face the reality that every day we 

inch ever closer to our own dotage. 

1 

 c  Grey power implies to many senior citizens who are in the possession of all 

their faculties and are well -off with money. Hence the government and 

business have a new found respect for them. 

1 

 d  Retirement is considered a time of freedom as one is free from worldly   

responsibilities and other duties 

 

1 

 e Age beings intelligence, experience, wisdom and beauty 1 

 f Ageing is a universal fact and attitude of humans towards it. 1 

2   5 

 a They bring to mind the images of tempting cuisines and fascinating 

voyages.  

1 

 b Land of spices 1 

 c The conquest of Egypt and Asia by Alexander the Great made spices an 

article of commercial value in the Mediterranean countries 

1 

 d conquest 1 

 e Oriental 1 

 f odour 1 
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3  Content-2  Expression -2 Accuracy-1 5 

4  a.  A few (D)     b. will have completed (A)    c. had been studying/ had 

studied  

3 

5  a. The interviewer asked Ravi whether he had any experience 

b. . He urged/asked them to be quiet and listen to his words. 

2 
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Jerome, the narrator, prided himself in his packing skills. He wanted to 

show off his skills to his friends so he volunteered to do the packing. 

However, he had expected that his friends would work under his guidance 

and directions. He expected that under his guidance even poor packers like 

Harris and George could accomplish this task with great efficiency. 

The very earth is ruined through war and hatred. When we take arm 

ourselves against each other, we defile the purity of our own earth through 

bloodshed. The bombs and other weapons of war ravage and pollute the 

earth. Due to the constant firing, there is destruction and piling up of dust 

and debris. The air that we breathe also becomes polluted as a result. 

. Bleeding bark suggests the wound on the tree that is caused by hacking or 

chopping the tree. When the branches of a tree are chopped off, the tree 

bleeds as the sap can be seen to flow. It expresses the pain of a tree. 

The poet says that all snakes are not venomous or harmful. Nor do they 

attack without provocation. Even if a snake is poisonous, it will do us no 

harm if it doesn’t see any danger from us. It is wrong to attack or kill a 

snake as soon as we see it. But sadly, human beings always try to kill a 

snake as soon as they see it. All creatures have a right to their life. Like the 

snake in this poem all try to save themselves in case of danger. 

The author got the baby sloth bear in a freak accident. Once the author and 

his friends were passing through the sugarcane fields near Mysore, Bruno’s 

mother was wantonly shot dead by one of his companions. The cub was 

found moving on the body of his mother. It was in great shock and tried to 

flee but the author managed to capture it, and bring it home. 

The leaf that he painted on the creeper was his masterpiece, because it was 

realistic that Johnsy did not realise that it had been painted. As a result, she 

recovered from her illness. Even though it was not a famous painting, it was 

one that saved a life, and thus, it was a masterpiece. 

 

She felt awkward because it was a new school, much bigger than her 

previous junior high school. It was strange starting as a freshman after 

enjoying the benefits of being the senior-most class in junior high. She also 

felt isolated as all her close friends had gone to different high schools and 

she did not know anyone there. 
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An intelligent and level-headed person, Gerrard did not show even the 

slightest of nervousness at the sight of the gun-toting criminal enter his 

house and threaten to kill him. He knew that his wit and presence of mind 

would not only help him to manage the crisis but would also contribute 

towards unnerving the Intruder, and getting the better of him. Keeping the 

atmosphere light and lively with his sense of humour and funny remarks, 

Gerrard surprised the Intruder, who had expected him to be afraid. 

Once he found out the Intruder was wanted for murder and had been on the 

run, and thus living in fear, he instantly cooked up a story about his own 

criminal background. Convincing the Intruder that police would arrive any 

minute to nab him, he impressed upon the Intruder that they would have to 

escape immediately. Cleverly, he made him peep into the cupboard saying 

that it was an escape route. 

The moment the Intruder leaned forward to inspect it, Gerrard pushed him 

into the cupboard and knocked the revolver out of his hand. He closed and 

locked the door. Thus, his intelligence, sense of humour, and presence of 

mind turned the tables on the Intruder. 

 
As months passed, Bruno, the cub bear, grew big in size. The author and his 

son felt it was not advisable to keep a fully grown wild animal at home, 

especially with the children of the tenants around. So, they felt Bruno 

should be sent to the zoo in Mysore. Their friends, too, offered the same 

advice. Although the author’s wife opposed the proposal for some time, she 

ultimately gave her consent after three weeks.                                          

After her approval, they wrote a letter to the curator of the zooasking if he 

wanted a tame bear for his collection. Once they received a positive 

response from the curator of the zoo, Baba was sent to the Mysore zoo. 

However, the separation was unbearable both for the author’s wife and 

Baba.                                                                                                          

Both were inconsolable and would not eat properly. Bruno, especially, grew 

very weak and fretted. After three months of separation, the narrator’s wife 

put her foot down and had to be taken to the zoo in a car. On seeing each 

other after so long, both the narrator’s wife and Baba expressed their joy 

and pleasure. He recognized her from a distance, howled with .delight and 

stood on his head in happiness.                                                                    

She patted him through the bars of his cage and fed him a variety of food 

and drinks that she had brought. When it was closing time at the zoo both 

the narrator’s wife and Baba cried so bitterly that even the curator was 

moved. She requested the curator to send Baba back and he suggested to 

seek the Superintendent’s permission. The Superintendent, who was a kind 

fellow, agreed and at his recommendation, the curator had the bear sent 

back home to Bangalore 
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He says this when he sees Lushkoff at the theatre and learns that he had 

improved his life greatly. He was no longer a drunkard and beggar; instead, 

he had become a notary, earning thirty five roubles a month. Sergei feels 

that he is responsible for this change in Lushkoff, and that the beggar 

changed his ways because of the scolding he had given him for begging and 

deceiving people. 

He is right to some extent, because he had hurt Lushkoff’s pride, and also 

offered him actual work chopping wood, and other odd jobs, which allowed 

him to earn money honestly. However, the real credit for Lushkof’s change 

went to Sergei’s cook, who had actually done all the work that Lushkoff 

was supposed to do. Her selflessness, empathy and concern for his 

wellbeing had made such a deep impression on Lushkoff that he had 

changed his ways. 
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